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have plenty of ammunition, and you have to be well-
nourished. There is no time to stop and sight your scope 
in during the match. All of this is what makes the MGM 
Ironman one of the most difficult and challenging 
3-Gun events on the planet.”

Poppy Vorse (14)
“Have you ever had some great accomplishment that 

when you stated it people would just stop and look at 
you? That’s basically what the Ironman will do for you. 
It is something that will earn you respect, talent, new 
friends, and most of all, an experience of a lifetime. 
There is nowhere else in the world where you can 
experience such a thing. However, it’s also quite the 
challenge. You must overcome endless obstacles. But 
trust me; it’s worth every bit of it.

“The first challenge is getting your gear. You are 
going to need lots of it. Some equipment includes: 
firearms, holsters, ammunition, hat, glasses, ear 
protection, cleaning tools, a bag to carry everything, 
and anything else you could possibly need to last three 
days in the desert. I was fortunate enough to have most 
of my equipment supplied to me from Junior Shooters 
magazine. If I could tell you one thing about your 
equipment, I would say go for quality, not quantity. 
Don’t bring five firearms that aren’t completely reliable; 
take one that you can count on. That doesn’t mean that 
you shouldn’t have extras; just make sure that they 
are backups, not alternates. Also, when it comes to 
ammunition, bring more than you are going to need. I 
promise you will run out at some point. There’s nothing 
more nerve-wracking than an emergency Walmart 
ammo run. 

“A little tip from Travis Gibson himself is to stay 
organized. The ROs are there to run the thing, not to 
wait for you to get your stuff together. When it’s your 
turn, make sure you are ready to go and give it your all. 
It really helps if you load up right when you finish each 
stage. I was pretty organized, so I didn’t lose anything, 
but others weren’t so lucky. You don’t want to get up 
there for your stage all pumped up just to realize your 
fourth magazine is nowhere to be found. I recommend 
printing off the information for each stage and taking it 
with you on the trip. It will tell you the round count for 

River getting off the zip-line 
after hitting a good portion of 
his targets!

River shooting his slug targets 
while on the teeter-totter on 
stage 7.

Poppy getting harnessed 
up for the zip-line.
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each stage, so when you are loading up, you are aware 
of what you will need. But keep in mind that the round 
count only includes what you will need if you never 
miss, and I guarantee you will. Organization is a big 
challenge in the Ironman.

“You think I have covered all the challenges of 
the Ironman? Ha! We’re not even close. Wait until 
you take a look at the stages. My favorite stage was 
actually the first one I participated in, stage 5. There 
was an underground tunnel, a stage gun, and a fully-
auto MP5. This one was full of surprises. For example, 

I had no idea where the targets were in the tunnel, not 
to mention I had never shot the stage gun, and there 
was an 80-pound dummy. The stages ranged from 150 
seconds to 480 seconds long. Yeah, the rumor’s true 
— there’s a zip-line. Try shooting multiple targets 
while going down a zip-line in the pouring rain. Some 
more highlights included shooting slugs from a wobbly 
platform, shooting from a 40-foot tower, driving a golf 
cart around with your pistol, hitting targets over 700 
meters away, carrying an 80-pound  dummy and even 
shooting in the dark. Everything is a challenge in the 
Ironman.”

Hayden Lierman (12)
 “Hi. I’m Hayden Lierman and a recent Ironman 

3-Gun shooter. For ten days, I stayed at the 2012 MGM 
Ironman setting up, RO’ing, shooting, and cleaning 
up. What a rush! This match was my first-ever 3-Gun 
match. The first three days I was an assistant Range 
Officer. RO’ing was fun but boring at the same time. 
After the first three days, I learned a lot about my stage. 
One of the days I got to RO with Iain Harrison winner 
of Top Shot season one. The second three days were 
shooting for me. 

“Shooting the Ironman was a big challenge for me 
because it was my first 3-Gun match ever. They say the 
Ironman is like 3-5 regular matches in one. One of my 
challenges was I didn’t really understand stage layout 
and the course of fire. The stages can be very confusing 
trying to remember what targets you shoot with each 
gun, and if you mess up, you could get DQed.

“Stage 8 was my first stage, and I was nervous. I 
didn’t know what to do or how to do it, but I figured it 
out with the help of Andy and everybody on my squad, 
including Cody Leeper, Pete Rensin, John Mourett, and 
many other top shooters. The ROs helped a lot, too. I 
made it through stage 8, and I felt great.

“Every stage was a challenge to get through, like 
shooting left-handed, shooting spinners, death stars, 
Texas stars, spinning plate racks (the dreaded propeller,) 
the zip-line, and going into a dark tunnel - by yourself. 
But stage by stage, I made it through the Ironman.

Poppy running back from going 
through the tunnel on stage 5, 
across the road, to the rest of 
the stage where she shot her 
shotgun, rifle, and an MP-5.

Hayden shooting his clay after 
knocking down the shotgun 
popper. He got it!

Poppy had to shoot her pistol 
while driving a golf cart. She 
had never driven one before.
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“One of the biggest challenges of all was not getting 
DQed. One wrong movement or shooting over the berm 
or not getting your safety on all the way would get you 
sent home. There were a lot of shooters who got sent 
home, some beginners and some were top shooters; but 
as a result of their misfortune, I was able to walk up to 
the prize table which had a lot of cool stuff.  

 “The most fun stage was stage 5. In that stage, the 
first thing you had to do was go through a tunnel with 
a staged pistol. The pistol had a flashlight on it. You 
would then run through a few hidden dugouts where 
there would be a target or two. After those, you would 
come out the back, shoot two more targets, and then 
dump the gun in a dump box. After that, you would 
run up a trail to a dummy, pick it up, and run down 
the hill were you would dump the dummy and go to 

the MP5. You would shoot a plate rack on semi-auto, 
then two targets, put it on full-auto and shoot a paper 
target! After that, you would get your rifle and shoot a 
bobber target behind a barricade, then a spinner. Get 
your shotgun and shoot a propeller plate rack, then a 
spinner, and then small knock-down plates. Way cool!

“The Ironman was a lot of fun and wouldn’t have 
been possible if not for Junior Shooters magazine, 
Travis Gibson for letting us RO, FNH, Stag Arms, 
Brownells, Rugged Gear, and Andy, Cody, Pete, John, 
the guys from Daniel Defense, and the rest of our squad 
for helping me through the stages.” 

Alisah Lierman (17)
“My first MGM Ironman 3-Gun match was this 

year, 2012. As a matter of fact, it was my first 3-Gun 
match ever! Talk about scary. It was a new experience, 
something new. There was so much going on all at 
once. It was almost too much to take in.

“My dad, brother, and I showed up two days early 
to help finish setting up. Since we were new to this 
whole thing, we didn’t know what to do. That was our 
first challenge of many, at least mine. We were like 
lost puppies in the woods. I’m super glad we knew at 
least three people. So Friday and Saturday, we painted 
targets. Saturday, my brother and I were assigned 
stages and ROs. We were also supposed to help out as 
assistant ROs. This lead to the second challenge — the 
score cards. The score cards and scoring were a little 
difficult too understand at first, but I got the hang of 
it by the time the third squad went through. Being the 
assistant RO was tons of fun, and I am looking forward 
to helping out next year. 

“My brother and I started shooting on Thursday. We 
were on squad 8 with our friend, Cody Leeper. Being 
on squad 8 meant we started on stage 8, the mystery 
stage. When all of us were doing the walk-through, I 
found myself wondering what I had gotten myself into. 
I was so confused. I didn’t even know what gun to start 
with. Through the match it kept getting more fun. The 
stages where still confusing. On every walk-through, 
the ROs’ words were just going in one ear and out the 
other. 

Hayden getting 
ready to shoot the 
FNH SLP shotgun 
from the hanging 
platform.

Alisah on stage 2 going prone to 
shoot at the dueling tree.
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2012 Shirt Sponsors 
(product donators 

& advertisers) 

• Alpen (largest scope sponsor) 
• Black Hills Ammunition
• Blade-Tech Industries
• Brownells (largest gear sponsor) 
• Colt
• Federal Ammunition (ATK)
• FNH (largest firearm sponsor) 
• GLOCK
• Next Generation Arms
• Rock River Arms
• Rudy Project
• Rugged Gear
• Stag Arms
• Sig Sauer
• Umarex
• WARNE Scope Mounts
• Winchester Ammunition
• Wolf Performance Ammunition
• Zero Ammunition

Other 3-Gun Sponsors

• 3-Gun Gear 
• Aimpoint
• Burris
• Bushmaster
• Bushnell
• Caldwell Shooting Supplies
• Cavalry Arms
• Champion Targets (ATK)
• Lancer Systems
• Eotech
• Hawtech Arms
• Horus Vision
• L.A.R. Manufacturing
• MAGPUL
• MKS Supply
• TACCOM
• Sightron
• Swarovski
• Trijicon
• Valdada
• Viking Tactics
• Vortex

“Stage 3 was my greatest challenge of all. That was 
the stage that I had hurt myself badly. It was bad enough 
that I had to go to the ER. I had torn tendons just by 
shooting slugs. Lame, I know, but the next day I came 
back and finished with my right arm in a sling. All I 
knew was that I was going to finish the match. It was 
going to take more than a busted shoulder to prevent 
me from doing what I came to Parma to do. I had to 
shoot weak-hand pistol, and I could only shoot pistol 
targets, or targets that were either shotgun or pistol 
like small round knock overs. So, the penalties were 
racking up. I didn’t care, though. I was proud of myself 
for not giving up. 

“Going into the MGM Ironman, I was nervous, 
intimidated, and didn’t know what to expect. Coming 
out of it I was happy, proud, and didn’t want it to end. 
I felt very privileged to shoot in the MGM Ironman, 
to meet and shoot with great people; some of them 
pros. I was really glad to have Andy Fink help me and 
to shoot with Cody Leeper, John Mourett, and Pete 
Rensing. Thank you, guys. They were right behind me 
coaching and cheering me on. I give a special thanks 
to: Junior Shooters Magazine, Stag Arms, Winchester, 
Black Hills Ammunition, WPA Ammunition, FNH, 
Ruger, Sig Sauer, Blade-Tech, GLOCK, Umarex, 
Rock River Arms, WARNE Scope Mounts, NGA, 
Federal Ammunition, Wolf Ammunition, Zero, Rugged 
Gear, Alpen Optics, and last, but not least, Brownells. 
Without them, it would not have happened.” 

The Other Two: 
This year at the Ironman, Cody Leeper (17) 

accomplished his objective on stage 3, the long-range 
stage. He finished the stage with the third fastest time 
of anyone, right behind Travis Gibson and Matt Burkett 
beating out Daniel Horner. Cody got all 15 bonuses 
(five on each bonus target, the furthest out to 926 yards.) 
Cody was using Colt’s new Colt Competition CR Pro 
5.56 NATO (.223) rifle for the regular rifle portion and 
a Rock River Arms LAR-8 .308 Varmint A4 for the 
long-range portion. The scopes he used on both rifles 
were provided by Swarovski.

Duncan Dye’s (14) objective this year was twofold: 

one, to finish the main portion of stage 3 with enough 
time left over to try for the long-range bonuses; and 
two, to get his spinners. He accomplished both his goals 
with flying colors! He got THREE of the long-range 
bonuses, and he spun EVERY spinner (rifle, pistol, and 
shotgun)!

If you are a junior, or have a junior shooter, and want 
to get into the sport of 3-Gun, give us a call. We would 
like to help.

Check out www.juniorshooters.net for more articles 
and photos of the 2012 MGM Ironman, as well as 
3-Gun training.

Junior Shooters Magazine

Alisah shooting off-
hand on stage 5 after 
tearing a tendon on 
stage 3. You go girl! 
She came back and 
finished every stage.

Hayden, Alisah, and Cody. Hoorah!
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Hulk!

By: Katey Brandenburg (15 when written, now 19)
As far back as I can remember, I have been exposed to hunting.  My dad 

would come home with wild stories, pictures, cuts, scrapes, and bruises 
from his hunting trips.  He’s the kind of guy who would rather go sleep 
under the stars than in a hotel room.  His customers, friends, and family 
like to refer to him as wild, crazy, “shoot, ready, aim,” and my favorite 
“never a dull moment.” When I’m with my dad on hunting trips, it’s almost 
impossible to be tired…no time for it!

My name is Katey Brandenburg.  I just turned 15 years old and am 
starting my high school freshman year in the fall.  Dad surprised me with 
a spring bear hunt in British Columbia to celebrate my birthday.  

My dad has been hauling me up and down mountains, across frozen 
lakes, and on long death marches since I was two months old.  He taught 
me to love the outdoors and also to have respect for the animals I hunt.  My 
whole family learned to love the sport of hunting.  My 12-year-old sister, 
Sara, loves the outdoors also and is the competitive one in our family.  She 
was the first one in our family to not “wuss out” and climbed Longs Peak.  
She never lets us forget it either.   My mom also enjoys hunting and is very 
supportive of our adventures.  She supports youth hunting and loves to see 
us come home with some new animal to put in the trophy room.  

Late March of this year, my dad came home from work early with quite 
a surprise.  He came through the door and said, “Katey,  how do you feel 
about a spring grizzly bear hunt in British Columbia?”  I dropped what 
I was doing and asked, “For me or for you?”  He laughed and said, “We 
gotta good deal, if you’re up for it, or I could take someone else!”  “Ha!  
I don’t think so!”  I replied.  That was the decision.  Dad immediately 
started looking for airline tickets and a rental car.  Dad had talked to Al 
Kuntz, and they decided on May 23, 2007, for our adventure.  The time 
gap between that March afternoon and May 23, 2007, was a blur.   We were 
packing and prepping for two weeks of hunting with Monashee Outfitting 
in Revelstoke, British Columbia, with Brian Glaicar.  Two weeks and two 
days after my 15th birthday and two days before my eighth grade year was 
over, we arrived in Calgary, Alberta.  

The flight up to Alberta was short in time, but seemed to take forever.  
Once we landed, we checked out our rental car and started the six-hour 
drive to Revelstoke.  Once out of Calgary, we were in the wilderness.  The 
scenery was breathtaking!  Dad commented that it was what Colorado used 
to be many years ago.  All of the trees were green! The rivers overflowing 
with water and the thick timber made us wonder how much wildlife we 
were missing.  Some of the mountains were still snowcapped.  When we 
were about two hours away from our destination, I noticed a very large 
“horse” in the road.  I said, “Whoa, look at that horse — wait, MOOSE!”  
Dad looked at me and said, “Yeah, that’s one real big horsey, Katey!”  The 
size of it was unbelievable.  I had never seen a moose in real life before.  

We arrived at Monashee Outfitting around noon the following day.  We 

The

“Whew! When will we find that grizzly?”

The Hulk! A proud dad with his 
daughter Katey.



35Volume 12 Summer 2012

Hulk!

were introduced to Doug, our cook, who showed us where we would be 
staying for the next eleven days.  We unpacked and checked the place 
out. When we first arrived, we were shocked at the temperature.  Instead 
of  windchilling, snowy, cold weather, we were greeted with T-shirt, 
lightweight-pants weather, and the best part was no bugs!!!  We were 
introduced to the owner/guide, Brian Glaicar, who would be guiding my 
dad and I for the rest of the trip. Brian has been the owner of Monashee 
Outfitting for the last eight years.  Later that day, we met Peter and Ralph 
from Switzerland, who come down almost every year to help Brian out 
with fix-ups and to just relax.  An hour or two later, the other guide, Dustin, 
came back to camp from being out all day with a client.  We all sat down to 
dinner and got the game plan for the rest of the week.  

The next morning we were up at 6:30 a.m., got some food in our tummies, 
and went with Brian to sight in our rifles.  I shot my .30/06 Winchester 
Featherweight and found it was shooting 6 inches to the left!  We finally got 
them dialed in, and we hit the road around 9:00 a.m.  Brian took us cruising 
in his truck, familiarized us with the land, and took us to places we would 
likely see bears.  Midmorning that first day, I spotted my first grizzly.  By 
the end of the day, we saw a total of nine black bear, four grizzlies, four 
caribou, one porcupine, two deer, and one moose.  Our day ended around 
12:00 p.m. Colorado time.  I must say we were pretty impressed.  We slept 
long and hard and forgot to set our alarm for 6:30.  

Brian took us on an adventure to a place that he had never hunted before.  
To get there it would take a truck, boat, and a four-wheeler.  Brian loaded 
the four-wheeler onto the boat and hooked the boat up to the truck.  

It was still winter up where Brian took us.  We saw some bear sign but 
nothing major.  We got some great pictures of scenery, though.  When we 
returned to the boat, it wouldn’t start.  Brian and Dad had to paddle it across 
the river for about an hour.  It was the quietest boat ride I’ve ever been on!  
We laughed about it once we got back.   

By day three we were starting to get tired, and Dad threatened to leave 
me at the cabin.  Brian took us to a spot where one of his clients, a 17-year-
old boy, shot a “heck of a bear” last year.  All three of us jumped on the 
four-wheeler, and off we went.  Dad started counting bear poop piles on 
the road — seventeen total!  There was quite a bit of sign.  We kept going 
up, up, up the trail until we got to our location.  Brian was the first one off 
hoping to spot a grizzly.  Dad dug his binoculars out of his pack.  I was 
trying to lift myself out of the two bars between which my butt was wedged 
from the ride.  When I got to my binoculars, I heard, “Oh, we got a grizzly 
down there!”  

I hustled down to where Brian was and tried to spot the bear and found it.  
He was so huge he had to waddle to get around.  Brian explained later that 
this is how the really big bears move around.  He was enjoying life, eating, 
and sleeping.  Brian got the spotting scope on the bear and said, “He’s at 
least a seven-footer, Katey.  We can’t pass him up!  That’s one heck of a 
bear!”  I certainly did not want to.  I was speechless.  I didn’t know what 

The

“Is that small 
black moving 
dot him?”
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to do.  
We all went to the four-wheeler and loaded our guns.  I 

turned to my dad and said, “Do you think we are gonna get 
him, Daddy?”  He smiled and said, “We better hope so.  We 
have all day, so say a prayer.”  I did.  Brian figured that we 
should wait a while and see what the wind would do.   He 
was a playful booger.  He was in an area that was green and 
had some trees and my favorite, the alder trees, and a good-
sized pond.  

About 600 feet away from where the bear was napping, 
there was a large, cold, fast river.  To get to the river, we 
had to go down a big hill which kept us pretty safe from the 
bear.  Brian was trying to figure out a smart way to cross the 
river, while Mr. Bear began entertaining himself in the pond.  
Brian said the river was cold and deep.  We should wait, but 
that might be the only route to reach this trophy bear.  

Dad asked how last year’s hunter got his bear that was in 
this spot last year.  Brian said they waited until they realized 
that the bear was crossing the river.  No sooner did Brian 
say that when we noticed that this bear was crossing the 
river!!  Brian and Dad checked and made sure that the bear 
was actually crossing to our side, and then we headed very 
quickly down the hill.  

We were all hoping that we could get a shooting 
arrangement set up in time.  By the grace of God, we found 
a shooting spot that had some logs and stumps that I could 
sit on and use the others as a gun rest.  Brian was resting 
his gun on a large stump to my left.  Dad sat behind me, 
filming, while Brian took aim in case I needed him.  The 
grizzly was eating and hanging out in a clearing 212 yards 
below us.  The original plan was for me to shoot between 
100 and 150 yards.  I was nervous and excited.  Brian and 
Dad reminded me to focus on shooting him in the lungs and 
not worry about aiming anywhere else.  I played with getting 
a shot for what seemed forever.  

Dad was filming and coaching. “Are you clear yet?  
Are you comfortable?  Take a deep breath.” Of course, it 
couldn’t be this easy!  There were branches and twigs in the 
middle of my shooting spot!  I have heard stories of hunters 
who shot through brush and either ended up injuring or 
completely missing their target.  I wasn’t going to take the 
chance.  Brian and Dad were getting anxious.  They thought 
it was time to shoot.  “Thirty more seconds, Katey, then take 
him.”  Ten seconds later, I had an opening, and my dad said, 
“Are you clear?”  I answered, “Yeah.”  

Dad whispered, “Take him!”  “BOOM!!”  That grizzly 
went down!  You got him Kate!”  Dad yelled, but he was 
up again moving towards the river.  “BOOM!”  My second 
shot hit him in the back and knocked him down again.  We 
sat there in silence waiting for my bear to get up.  We did 
our congratulations and waited for half an hour before going 
down.  When Dad gets excited, he hugs a lot!  

Brian very timidly walked up to confirm the Hulk was 
dead, and he was.  When we got down to the spot where he 
died, we were amazed.  My dad looked at my bear and said 
loudly, “He’s The Hulk, Katey B.!”  He wasn’t green like the 
Hulk, but dark brown with silver tips, and HUGE!  His head 
looked like it weighed more than I did.  The bear I shot was 
known as “The Hulk” from that moment on.  And just 10 
feet away from where he died was the river!  

 We took pictures and videotaped for a good hour and 
a half.  My adrenalin was still pumping, and I was shaking.  
I could not, and still cannot, believe what I did.  A 90-pound, 
5’1” tall, barely fifteen-year-old, ninth-grade, GIRL shot 
a 7’6”, 650-700 pound, record book grizzly bear, in Revel 

Stoke, British Columbia, with a .30/06 pre-‘64 Winchester 
Featherweight, 180-grain Failsafe bullet!  The excitement 
was overwhelming and completely unexplainable.   

This had been a very fast-paced two weeks. We were sad 
to leave.  My dad and I were Monashee Outfitting’s first 
father-daughter clients.  We would recommend this hunt to 
anyone who loves to hunt and wants to shoot a grizzly bear.  
Everyone was very nice to us, and we were very happy with 
our grizzlies.  

And thank you to my generous dad. Thanks for everything 
you do for me. I will remember this hunt forever and ever. 
You are so good to me. I love you.  

This hunt was a real blessing from God.    

Katey found a good rest to 
make the perfect shot.

Bear wrasslin’? 
Wow!
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Scott: 
In November 2011, Duncan and I received the Tactical Solutions 2211.  This is 

a .22 long-rifle conversion for a 1911-style pistol.  When Andy (Junior Shooters 
magazine) gave it to us to try out on Duncan’s Sig Sauer 1911, we thought it 
would be great for practice and allow for a lot more repetitions.  Why a lot more 
repetitions during practice? Well, two reasons. One, it is less expensive to shoot - 
500 rounds of .22 LR for about $20 as compared to 500 rounds of .45ACP at about 
$200.  The second reason is that it would help Duncan work on his trigger control. 
We could see the effect of his trigger jerk when shooting the .45ACP and the lack 
of recoil when using the Tactical Solutions 2211 helped him to work on getting rid 
of his anticipation.  

Andy told me that someone had tried to use this conversion and had issues 
getting it to cycle. The first thing Duncan and I did was remove the .45 ACP slide, 
barrel, and spring from the Sig Sauer GS 1911.  The Tactical Solutions’ 2211 upper 
slides right on and is held with the slide stop.  It took longer to remove the .45 ACP 
parts than it did to put the 2211 upper on, about 30 seconds.  I was able to take the 
Sig Sauer with the 2211 conversion to the range the first time without Duncan.

I took several different types of .22 LR ammunition to test.  I shot these types 
of ammunition:

• Federal .22 caliber Long Rifle 40-grain solid muzzle 
velocity 1,240 fps

• Federal Champion Target .22 LR 36-grain plated lead 
hollow point, 1,260 fps

• Federal American Eagle .22 LR high-velocity, 38-grain 
plated lead hollow point, 1,280 fps

• CCI Stinger .22 LR 32-grain plated lead hollow point, 
1,640 fps

• CCI MINI-MAG high-velocity, .22 LR 40-grain plated 
lead round nose, 1,235 fps

• Remington Golden Bullet .22 LR 36-grain hollow 
point, 1,280 fps 

I shot 100 rounds of everything except the Golden Bullet.  
All of the ammunition fired almost without fault.  I shot slow 
and rapid fire using all five magazines with each type of 
ammunition.  I had one feed failure with the Federal 40-grain 
solid.  The Remington Golden Bullet jammed every three to 
five rounds from every magazine.  I stopped trying to shoot 
it after about 40 rounds.  Everything else fired flawlessly.  

The Sig Sauer with the Tactical Solutions’ 2211 is an 
outstanding matchup, and, boy, is it fun to shoot.  I shot clay 
pigeons out to 25 yards and then started shooting parts of 
clay pigeons until they got so small I could no longer hit 
them.  The accuracy with all the different ammunition was 
great, and I never had any trouble hitting the centers of the 
clays.  The magazines feed very well and fall clear with the 
magazine release.  It functions as well or better than many 
1911 pistols I have fired and is every bit as reliable.

This has been a very fun gun to shoot. The only bad thing 
about it is that I am now going to have to have one.  (For 
Duncan to shoot, of course. At least that’s what I am going 
to tell Duncan’s mom.)

Duncan:
The Tactical Solutions .22 caliber conversion kit for a 

1911 pistol is a great way to practice shooting inexpensively. 
I like practicing with it because you can still do everything 
you would with your normal 1911 but without the kick or the 
cost. It is really good for a beginner shooter as well because 
when they get the hang of this, they can just put the original 
slide back on the lower and you have a larger caliber 1911 in 
about two minutes.

I did a target acquisition drill, and this worked great. I 
set up 10 bowling pins about 3 feet apart in a semicircle 
about 15 yards away. The drill was: draw pistol on target; 
slow and steady squeeze of the trigger; during recoil, move 
gun to the next target; and repeat.  After knocking all the 
pins down without missing, you are making progress.  After 
setting them back up, you would do the drill a little faster 
and then keep speeding up until you missed a pin. This was 
great because the magazines only held 10 bullets, and you 
really had to focus on your sights.  Learning to move the gun 
is the hardest part.  Have fun with this one. I sure do.

The conversion kit is easy to use and is simple to exchange 
out with your current slide on your 1911. The best part about 
the conversion is that the conversion can have single-stack 
magazines or double-stack magazines for your Sig Sauer 
1911. The Tactical Solutions .22 caliber conversion for a 
1911 is a great investment for both the avid and beginner 
shooters.  

I used WOLF Match Target .22 ammo during the drill, 
and it worked perfectly. Thank you to WOLF Performance 
Ammunition, Tactical Solutions, and Junior Shooters for 
letting me use this outstanding .22 conversion, excellent Sig 
Sauer 1911, and helping me to shoot better. 

www.tacticalsol.com

Tactical Solutions
2211 .22 LR Conversion

By: Scott Dye (father) and Duncan Dye (14)
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Federal Value Pack .22 LR ammo 
worked well as did Wolf Performance. 
The 1911 used was Sig Sauer’s GS 1911.

“I used WOLF Match Target .22 
ammo during the drill, and it 
worked perfectly.”

Duncan, training for the MGM 
Ironman with the Sig Sauer GS 
1911 and Tactical Solutions 2211 
Conversion.

Tactical Solutions
2211 .22 LR Conversion
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What was that? I turn my head as I catch a slight glimpse 
of the person next to me. I can smell the smoke as my glasses 
start to fog up just enough for me to have to readjust them 
as I hear it again. I’ve got my gear ready and equipment all 
set up. As I prepare to shoot, I listen to my father’s voice 
whispering in my ear so gently that it tickles down my 
spine. “Eye on the target,” “Count your steps,” “No rush,” 
and “Just breathe,” he tells me. I nod and continue. I follow 
instructions as if it were second nature. “Ready?” “Aim.” 
“Fire.” I look above my scope, and it is just close enough to 
where I can see the smallest dot dead center of a red circle. 
I did that. That first shot always makes me smile. As I pull 
the next round, I repeat what I did previously to my greatest 
advantage. It’s off to the left, but I rerun what I did and 
compensate how to make it better. I love shooting because 
of extending my mind, my dad, and the sense of a job well 
done.

When I shoot, it makes me think. I was never good at 
remembering things. I couldn’t really create a solution 
for problems that were beyond my thinking process. But 
when you shoot, you have to stop and figure out why that 
last bullet didn’t go where you were planning. You have to 
think about what you need to do to improve. And during an 
International DefensePistol Association (IDPA) match, you 
must use your brain. You have to remember each step the 
way the instructor stated it and when to drop your mag or 
what move you need to go to next. Also, it helps your mind 
to relax. It teaches you how to use more than one muscle at a 
time and do continuous procedures all at once. It forces you 
to use your head.

My father was the one who introduced me to shooting as 
his father introduced shooting to him. My grandfather taught 
my dad well enough to teach a little girl who has never even 
seen a gun, let alone fire one, to come this far. Before, I 
thought that a weapon was just for law enforcement officers 
and men and women in the army. But he has showed me 
that it is a self-defense tool. It is something that you can 
use to secure you and even your family or surrounding 

people when their lives are at risk. When I watch all these 
movies that involve all these pistols and people shooting 
other people with a sniper from a mile away, a few thoughts 
run through my mind like “Wow. That’s scary that someone 
could do that.” And also, “It looks so easy. I could do that.” 
But my dad taught me differently. He taught me how much 
of a challenge it is and to not to be afraid of them, not to be 
comfortable around them like they are a toy but to not be 
scared to use it when necessary. Plus, it gives me family time 
with my father. We have a big family, and with four kids,  
it’s difficult for him to give all of us his undivided attention 
24/7.

Do you ever get that feeling of frustration that sweeps over 
you when you know you’ve tried your hardest at something 
and it took everything in you to do it and then it doesn’t turn 
out the way you wanted it to?  Myself, I get so aggravated 
that I just want to walk away and never want to try it again. 
I get all mad at myself and make myself feel like I can’t do 
anything right. But then I force myself to try one last time, 
and I get it perfect. Well, that’s what it’s like to shoot for me. 
You get those few that you can pick out at the end of the day 
that you’re so proud of you want to tell every single soul 
you encounter. I get a feeling of pride that washes me down 
from the corners of my mouth that can’t help but rise, to the 
tingling of my toes. That feeling right is one of the main 
reasons I love it so much. It just feels right, like there wasn’t 
one thing I did wrong. What a sense of accomplishment.

 The cool wind flies by my exhausted face while I roll 
down the window as we leave the range. Then I turn on the 
radio and start to talk with my dad. He comments on a few 
of my shots on the long car ride home, and I follow along 
thinking about what went wrong that time or how I felt when 
it went right. I would encourage anyone to attempt to shoot 
and test their skills without a doubt because I know that they 
would enjoy it. I know I do. 

I am at Okeechobee shooting range 
firing my first weapon, at age 11, 

which is a Ruger 10/22 rifle .

By: Brittany Cribbs (14)

Eye
on the

Target
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I am first learning how to 
point shoot making sure my 
arms are properly straight 
and lined up with my gun 
at the Okeechobee shooting 
range with a GLOCK 19.

Above: I am at my first 
skills course at the 
Okeechobee shooting 
range shooting a GLOCK 
19 while instructors are 
helping me.

I am listening as the 
instructors tell us what 
procedure we are going to 
participate in next. 
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CED7000PRO Shot Timer
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download / upload PC compatibility, this fully func-
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CED7000PRO RF  $214.95
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match.
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CED7000 Timer
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Par settings
*  Spy Mode / Stopwatch Mode / Alarm Clock 

feature
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Colorado
 Multi-Gun 

Championship 
2012

One fine April weekend, the quiet, windswept prairie around Byers, Colorado, became the 
scene of a showdown between some of the best 3-Gun competitors from the Colorado area 
and around the country. The Colorado Multi-Gun Championship’s main match sponsor was 
Noveske Rifleworks, who donated two beautiful, brand new, custom AR-15s, one of which was 
used in the shoot-off on the last day of the match. The match had a two-day format with eight 
challenging stages. Competitors shot six stages on Saturday, two on Sunday, with a shoot-off at 
the end with the top eight competitors from stage 3 of the match and eight drawn names of all 
the other shooters.

By: Danny Riordan (16)

Day One
The first day of shooting started bright and early at 7 a.m. with a 20-mph wind and bright 

sunshine. The first stage I shot was called ‘Runnin Around’ in which only shotgun and rifle were 
used. I found out that nothing quite wakes you up like shooting high-velocity slugs! Throughout 
the next five stages, I shot a variety of targets with all three guns and plenty of no-shoots and 
a target array I’d never seen before — a Texas Star that, once activated, spun and swung from 
left to right while you’re trying to shoot it. I ended the day with a stage designed and RO’ed 
by James Casanova. Mr. Casanova incorporated a couple long-range pistol shots and a 60-yard 
sprint into his exhilarating stage that left my hands shaking! 



www.MKSChiappa.com

Chiappa   

Firearms innovator Chiappa has a new player on their team –  
the M9 pistol. The latest addition to Chiappa’s line of quality 
firearms, the M9 is a true and faithful reproduction of the 
original, chambered in .22LR. Along with its cousin the 
1911-22, these two reproduction handguns are “must haves” 
for serious collector-shooters. 

SEE  
your local

gun dealer
today!

45Volume 12 Summer 2012

Day Two
Day two started again at 7 a.m. with a 43-round shotgun 

stage that was super fun to shoot, even though the 39-degree 
weather made weak-hand shotgun reloads extra fun. The 
stage started in a car with six buckshot targets shot from the 
driver’s seat. After that, the stage was fairly simple until the 
end where the shooter had to sit down or go prone to shoot 
two pepper poppers and activate and shoot a clay spinner 
with six clays. This stage went really well, and I managed 
to shoot the best time on my squad! After the last stage was 
done, I felt satisfied with my performance and packed up 
my guns and ammo for the flight home. Little did I know 
I would be unpacking sooner than I thought. Incredibly, I 
was one of the eight names drawn for the shoot-off for the 
Noveske rifle, so I unpacked and tried not to let my nerves 
get the best of me. This shoot-off was different in that it 
wasn’t a man-on-man style but a stage where each shooter 
picked his time he would shoot the stage in. If you were too 
fast, you were eliminated. If you were slow but close to your 
time, you could move on to the next round. Unfortunately, 
I was too fast and shot the stage in 31 seconds instead of 
my anticipated 45 seconds. But congratulations to Geoff 
Lawhorn who ran the stage 0.06 seconds past his estimated 
time and took home the rifle.

The Colorado Multi-Gun Championship would not have 
been possible, or nearly as fun, without the amazing ROs and 
CROs, especially Jerry Westcott and Mark Passamaneck. I’d 
also like to thank the numerous sponsors who supported the 
match: Noveske Rifleworks, Montana Gold Bullet, Sierra 
Bullets, MGM Targets, Predator Tactical, and Warne Scope 
Mounts, among others. The generosity of these companies 
and the dedication of all the individuals who organize and 
run events like the Colorado Multi-Gun Championship 
ensure the continuation and flourishing of our sport for years 
to come. 

The tan rifle I’m shooting is a LWRC M6A2, and the 
black rifle is a Noveske Shooting Team 16” 5.56mm rifle 
that Noveske donated for the match and to shoot in the 
shoot-off. The pistol is a GLOCK 34 with a LWD slide and 
a Blackhawk SERPA drop-leg holster.
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a solid feel to it when it came to its weight, though — 38 
ounces unloaded.

The trigger of this gun was amazing. When it was pulled, 
it fired. There was not much space to pull it back; you 
barely had to pull. I liked this because it gave me no time to 
anticipate when it would fire, which affects your shot if you 
do anticipate. It was very instant; pull, “bang!” pull, “bang!” 
This gave me a much easier time shooting an accurate 
shot at the bullseye of the target.  I don’t know why, but 
I anticipated the recoil of this gun to be a lot more than it 
actually was. In reality, this gun barely has any kick to it! 
There was a little jolt in my hand after pulling the trigger but 
not enough to even make me flinch. This eased my nerves 
and gave me even less to anticipate about while shooting. 
The hammer was the biggest thing I was concerned about. I 
thought it was going to be awkward and tough to pull. What 
I found out was quite the opposite! It was easy and smooth 
to pull down, and I learned to really like it because it was so 
different than what I was used to. It gave the gun one more 
detail to make it feel like I was in an old cowboy movie.

The sights for this revolver were exceptional. They were 
bright green, and the one at the end of the barrel lined 
up perfectly with the two up front. If I lined them up and 
pointed at the target, I hit pretty close to my spot. After some 
shooting time went on, I was hitting my targets exactly 
where I wanted to!  

I was always aware I was shooting a firearm and never 

The Ruger Single-Ten, Single-Action Revolver was the 
first revolver I have ever shot, and I must say that it was a 
great first experience. I thought it was so fun to have to pull 
the hammer down every time before taking a shot. I felt like 
a cowgirl! This gun is a great target-shooting gun because it 
takes .22 ammunition, which is pretty inexpensive, and the 
gun itself is not too heavy or too loud that you would get 
tired of it. I was shooting targets about 21 feet away with .22 
ammo, getting closer and closer to the bullseye every shot. 

I loved how the grip was small enough that I could wrap 
my hand easily around it and feel that I had a secure hold on 
the gun. Once I felt how comfortable it was to hold, I was 
more at ease shooting something I never had before. 

Loading this gun was also brand new to me because I am 
used to using a magazine, where the bullets all sit on top 
of each other vertically. Like all revolvers, the ammunition 
went in separate holes that were in a circular formation. It 
was a simple and quick way to load the gun. When I had to 
empty out the shells, it was kind of awkward. The pin you 
use to push the shells through was kind of hard to line up 
with the hole, but after a while, I got the hang of it.   

I was a little surprised at the weight of this gun; it was 
much lighter than I anticipated. It was not “light” by any 
means, and it did get heavier as I shot it, especially as I shot 
with one hand; I could feel my arm muscles getting a little 
tired. Maybe this just means I should start working out more 
and build up my scrawny girl arms! This revolver did have 

By: Kailey Murphy (17)

Ruger’s New .22 Revolvers
Ruger Single-Ten, Single-Action &

SP101 Eight-Shot, Double-Action
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forgot about being safe, but I became relaxed with this 
gun. It was comfortable to shoot; I was never anxious or 
worried about what it would do when I fired it. There were 
no unexpected jams or mishaps, which I really enjoyed.  

The Ruger SP101 Double-Action Revolver is an 
interesting gun to shoot. I shot the SP101 after I shot the 
Ruger Single-Ten, Single-Action Revolver, so I was a little 
more comfortable with the dynamics of a revolver. The 
double-action has differences from the single-action. Some 
similarities were in the grip and how it was balanced in my 
hands. The biggest differences I noticed in this double-action 
revolver were its weight and the resistance of the hammer. 
The Ruger SP101 Double-Action felt much more powerful 
than I had expected! 

The grip on the double-action was a perfect size for my 
hands because it was small enough so I felt I had a steady 
hold on the gun. I lined my hands up, and they were able 
to wrap around the grip comfortably. Once I had it firmly 
in my grasp, I realized that the revolver felt slightly heavy. 
This surprised me a bit, but then I realized that it was a 
steel-framed revolver which added some weight and sturdy 
structure to it. Then I looked at the barrel of the gun and saw 
that it was much broader and almost bulky compared to the 
single-action I had shot before. The weight of this gun made 
me wonder if it would have a bigger kick as well. 

The most difficult thing for me with this gun was the 
trigger. I could not fire it unless I had pulled the hammer back 
first. With the hammer still up, it was nearly impossible for 
me to shoot the gun because there was so much resistance on 
the trigger. I felt quite embarrassed for not being able to just 
pull the trigger, but I was told to pull the hammer back first 
and then fire it. The hammer was still tough for me to pull 
back, but I did it with two thumbs instead of one. Whatever 
works, right? Once I had pulled the hammer back, I was able 
to press the trigger pretty easily and smoothly. There was a 
little resistance when I pulled the trigger, but this made me 
feel more in control of the SP101 revolver.  

The sights on the double-action revolver were pretty 
straightforward and not too difficult to line up. At first I was 
aiming down and to the left a bit, so I had to realign my 
sights. It took me a few times to figure out exactly how to 
line up the sights with the bullseye target I wanted to shoot. 
Once I had my sights lined up, the hammer back, and my 
finger resting on the trigger, I anticipated what the kick 
might feel like. Only one way to find out: fire the revolver. 
The SP101 had medium recoil to it, nothing too intimidating, 
though.  I felt it kick back in my hands enough to where I 
knew they moved down and back towards me a little. Now 
knowing what the recoil felt like, I was ready to shoot more 
accurately with a steadier grip and a stronger stance. 

I enjoyed shooting the Ruger SP101 Double-Action 
Revolver very much. It had less of a cowboy look to it and 

more of a modern handgun style with its shorter barrel and 
thicker frame. Although the hammer and trigger were a bit 
of a challenge for me, I had fun learning about how to shoot 
revolvers. The double-action revolver felt exceptionally 
powerful in my hands, and I’m grateful to have been given 
the chance to shoot something entirely new.    

Left: The fully adjustable rear sight and the fiber 
optic front sight provide an excellent sight picture 
for the Single-Ten.
Above: The SP101 10-round Double-Action 
Revolver also has excellent adjustable sights. 
Below: A .22 LR cartridge is loaded into the 
chamber of the cylinder with the loading gate open 
on the Single-Ten.

Ruger Single-Ten, Single-Action &
SP101 Eight-Shot, Double-Action
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Texas Whitetail 
With the

admit that my little sister does come alive very fast in the morning, and she starts talking right away! 
After a shower and spray down, Dad and Sis had coffee, hot chocolate, and Mom’s homemade chocolate 
chip cookies and banana bread for breakfast. I love dunking Mom’s cookies in hot chocolate. After 
many years of practice, me and Sis know exactly how long to dunk the cookies to make the chocolate 
chips soft and gooey. Yumm! My sister won’t admit it, but I know she took a pocket full of cookies to 
the blind! 

Dad and Sis settled in the blind well before sunrise with the wind howling. Dad had to re-stake the 
blind! This was Lynzy’s first hunting trip to west Texas. She has always hunted the east Texas piney 
woods. Hunting is tough, to say the least, in east Texas, so tough that on most outings you never even see 
a deer. I would have loved to see her face when daylight arrived and Dad tapped her on the shoulder and 
pulled her over so she could see out the blind window. Lynzy said she thought she was dreaming because 
five deer were out in front of the blind at first light! She has never seen five deer in a day, and now she 
is looking at five together! She told Dad to put the Barnett Quad 400 on the shooting sticks because she 
is ready to shoot the big doe. Dad told her to stay sitting and wait for a buck. Now you really need to 
know my sister to appreciate this; she said, “Daddy, are you crazy?” I bet my dad had to tie her to the 
chair. Lucky for Dad, an eight point walked in during my sister’s evaluation of his mental state! Dad 
was going to make her wait on a bigger buck, but since my sister’s biggest deer to date was a spike, he 

First things first, I’m writing this article from an 
interview that I am doing with my little sister, Lynzy 
Lou (12), about her whitetail hunt in Brady, Texas. 
She came up with the title, but the Barnett is “our” 
crossbow. Actually, it is 51 percent mine and 49 
percent hers. Just saying. Wait until she sees that in 
print! 

In mid-November, while I was off duck hunting, my 
mom, dad, and little  sister snuck out to west Texas to 
try and put my sister on a whitetail with “my” Barnett 
crossbow. I still can’t believe they snuck off on me 
like that. By the way, let me mention that while I was 
duck hunting I was using my Pro Ears ear muffs. They 
are a MUST for all shooting types.

Brady, Texas, is seven hours from the house. Lynzy 
said the back seat of my dad’s truck starts to get 
uncomfortable after six hours, but the anticipation of 
the hunt kept her excitement level up which made the 
ride not so bad. I know my sister, and I bet she was 
playing dress-up dolls on her iPad and listening to 
her crazy music the entire trip. She had no idea how 
uncomfortable the back seat was. I just confirmed that 
with my mom. Plus she was singing the whole way. 
Glad I wasn’t there to hear that. 

They made it to the camp at 11:00 p.m., and my 
dad’s friend Scrounger took them out to show them 
how to get to the ground blind. Scrounger is not much 
of a morning person, so Dad and Lynzy would be on 
their own in the morning. My mom usually only hunts 
during the afternoon because she is one of those clean 
freaks. I mean that in a good way. She always gets up 
and cleans the camp, straightens things up, and plans 
the meals. She’s a genuine Betty Crocker and Susie 
Homemaker all in one! Dad and Scrounger put all the 
things in the ground blind during the night to make the 
morning walk in a bit lighter. 

The alarm went off at 5:00 a.m. My sister said she 
jumped right out of bed and was ready to go. I must 
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agreed to let her take it. I really think Dad couldn’t take the 
torture from Sis any longer and was about at the point to let 
her take a doe if the buck wouldn’t have come in.

Dad had the video camera running and placed the Barnett 
on the shooting sticks. The buck is at 38 yards with rocks, 
cactus, and cedar in the background. You should hear my dad 
and sis trying to communicate on the video. It is hilarious! 
My dad is giving Lynzy instructions while running the 
camera. My dad is supposed to wear hearing aids, but he 
doesn’t. My sister is talking to my dad, and he’s not even 
answering her. I think my dad needs the Pro Ears. The buck 
refuses to come any closer so my sister grabs my dad’s shirt 
to get his attention, and he tells her to put the crosshairs 
on the shoulder crease and squeeze the trigger. Lynzy was 
staring so long at the buck through the scope that her eyes 
were watering. Tears were running down her cheeks and 
over the stock, but that didn’t break her concentration. The 

125-grain Magnus Buzz Cut and Victory X-Bolt smash right 
through the crease on the buck’s shoulder. Lynzy lets out a 
“Yes” with a big breath, and the buck struggles to make it 
to the cactus and cedar brush! Lynzy said, “I got that buck 
good!” Dad and Lynzy celebrate and watch the video in slow 
motion to confirm an awesome shot, and the celebration 
starts all over again!

Lynzy is ready to go after her buck, but Dad makes her 
wait for 45 minutes just to make sure things go well. Dad 
always makes us wait at least 45 minutes before pursuing 
a stuck critter. After the wait, Lynzy runs to where the buck 
was standing when she shot and notices blood right away. 
Dad can see the downed buck but does not tell my sister. 
He keeps the camera running while she is blood trailing. 
The blood trail is huge, but my sister does not have much 
experience at it so she is very slow but she is concentrating 
hard. She is so focused on the blood trail that she is within 
five yards of the buck before she spots it. She explodes with 
excitement and grabs the buck’s rack and starts counting 
points. An eight point pushing nine with my Barnett! Way to 
make it happen, Lynzy. She did an interview for the camera 
and was quick to say, “My brother is going to mount this for 
me, and I want an apple in its mouth!” That is going to be a 
tough mount, but anything for my favorite sister. Oh, she is 
my only sister. 

Lynzy helped my dad cape and quarter the buck. They 
gathered up Mom and Scrounger and his family and headed 
to town for ice and lunch. Dad said the rainbow trout was 
awesome! Man, rainbow trout is one of my favorites. I can’t 
believe they snuck off on me!

Your Buddy Always,
Ty Weaver

“Every kid is waiting to be invited outdoors. Ask them!”
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My shooting career began at the age of eight, when 
I first joined my local 4-H club. My older brother had 
been a member for years and I tagged along to all of his 
competitions, so I decided to give skeet and trap a try. At first 
I could barely hold the gun up by myself, and now I have 
progressed to traveling the world to compete. While I have 
always loved shooting, it hasn’t been an easy sport. There is 
something to learn from each practice and competition, and 
taking those experiences and using them to your advantage 
is a key to succeeding in shooting sports.  After six years of 
traveling across Texas for 4-H competitions, I decided to give 
International Skeet a try and started shooting USA matches. 
My scores at first were rough, and for a year I always seemed 
to be in last place. With the help of my parents driving me 
to practice multiple times a week and putting in the time 
to work with me, I began to see my scores rise. At the age 
of 14, I was selected onto the Junior Olympic team, which 
is not only based upon shooting ability, but also grades in 
school and community involvement. From then on, I began 
winning my way onto teams through the various USA 
matches and started traveling to the World Championships. 
These overseas experiences have been the most valuable of 
all of my shooting memories. Not only have I seen parts of 
the world that I would never have thought possible at the 
age of 18, but I have also learned how to cope with pressure 
and how to adjust to different situations. In 2011, I won onto 
the National Team, which allowed me to compete in my first 
World Cups in 2012. 

Traveling with my teammates has also been a great 
experience. Cheering each other on and spending the 
down time between rounds creates a comfortable yet fun 
atmosphere. This is how I have gotten to know and spend 
time with the four-time Olympic (hopefully soon to be 
five-time) medalist Kim Rhode. She has definitely been 

By: Brandy Drozd (18)

Youth Shooter

someone for me to look to for advice. As I said before, 
learning experiences are essential to shooting success, and 
she has not only countless overseas medals, but Olympic 
accomplishments that have given her a wealth of knowledge. 

This year I was contacted by Mr. Michael Theimer, a USA 
shooting representative, and asked to be an NRA Youth 
Ambassador. I immediately accepted the offer because I 
knew that it would be a great opportunity for me to help 
in promoting youth shooting sports. I knew that I would be 
traveling to the Shot Show in Las Vegas, but to add to my 
excitement, I later found out that I would also be able to try out 
products that interested me and then promote them through 
writing articles for Insights magazine. This program is great 
for the future of shooting sports because it encourages young 
people to go out and enjoy the opportunities that the sport 
has to offer and also to just enjoy the outdoors. In addition, 
the Ambassador program opened my eyes. Since I grew up 
shooting shotguns through 4-H and USA competitions, I 
had never learned anything about any other disciplines of 
shooting. My fellow ambassadors showed me that shooting 
sports offer a wide range of possibilities, whether it is for a 
dedicated competitor, or for someone who simply enjoys the 
pastime. 

Brandy, a NRA Youth Ambassador and a member of 
the USA Shooting Team.

Tucson World Cup: Left_to right Diana Bacosi from 
Italy, Kim Rhode, and Brandy.

Makes Great Strides
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LEFTIES  REJOICE  AT  www.rockriverarms.com

LAR-15LH LEF-T ELITE OPERATOR-L / 
WITH HALF QUAD, FREE FLOAT 
MID-LENGTH HANDGUARD
LH1276

5.56MM NATO CHAMBER / 16 INCH, CHROME-MOLY, 1:9 LH TWIST BARREL 
/ FORGED A4 LEF-T UPPER RECEIVER / FORGED RRA LAR-15LH 

LOWER RECEIVER / RRA TACTICAL MUZZLE BRAKE / RRA TWO-STAGE 
TRIGGER GROUP / RRA WINTER TRIGGER GUARD / AMBIDEXTROUS 

CHARGING HANDLE AND MAGAZINE RELEASE / STANDARD LH 
SAFETY SELECTOR / RRA OPERATOR CAR STOCK / ERGO SUREGRIP 

PISTOL GRIP / RRA HALF QUAD, FREE FLOAT MID-LENGTH HANDGUARD 
/ 8 POUNDS/37 INCHES / 1 MOA AT 100 YARDS / INCLUDES MAGAZINE, 

CASE, MANUAL AND RRA LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY SP
EC

S

NEW for 2012

MSRP: $1050MSRP: $1050

LEFTIES  REJOICE  AT www.rockriverarms.com

LH1278

LH1277

TACTICAL (LH1278) AND 
ENTRY (LH1277) OPERATOR-L 

MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE
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Juniors
We want your 

article!
Write about your events.

Call(208)629-8967, 
email 

 editor@juniorshooters.net

WanTeD
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Why I Love 

By: Terry Bowers

The first time I shot a Bushmaster AR-15 I had 
just decided that NRA High Power Service Rifle 
competition was what I was going to concentrate on 
to improve my skills with the rifle. This was after a 
“hurrah” speech from my good friend and former 
Army Marksmanship Unit member and team captain, 
Don Curtis. Many individuals in our club (Snake 
River Sportsmen) in eastern Oregon had purchased 
Bushmasters due in some part to the CMP (Civilian 
Marksmanship Programs) Bushmaster’s Service Rifle 
purchase program, but also because of Bushmaster’s 
innovation of the Service Rifle. 

My personal quest for accomplishment in Service 
Rifle began with a borrowed Bushmaster from the 
CMP program. As I was instructed by Don, I realized 
that this rifle had some distinct Bushmaster advantages. 
The first thing one noticed was the weight of the upper 
section of the rifle. A standard AR upper weighs about 
four pounds. The Bushmaster weighed in at seven 
pounds. The reason for this is that Bushmaster added 
a steel sleeve over the barrel. The sleeve is both barrel 
nut, forward delta ring attachment point, and sling 
attachment point. This served two purposes:  one, to 
allow for the sling attachment point to be used with 
great pressure applied to it; and, secondly, the extra 
weight helps stabilize the rifle during aiming. 

Also, Bushmaster rifles that are marked DCM 
(Director of Civilian Marksmanship) come standard 
with a 1:8 twist barrel. For this caliber, a 1:8 twist 
proved to be superior to the traditional 1:9 twist to 
stabilize the heavier bullets we wanted to shoot, 
especially the 77-grain and 80-grain bullets typically 
shot at 300 and 600 yards. 

Bushmaster DCM rifles have two-stage triggers 
that are higher quality than a standard trigger. I used 
the original trigger until replacing it with a Jewel 
trigger. Aftermarket triggers are an advantage because 
DCM rules require minimum weight of four-and-a-
half pounds to be picked up. With these aftermarket 
designs, a large portion of the felt weight can be in 
the first stage making the second stage lighter. This is 
an advantage for those who have trained on a lighter 
trigger. This is not so for everyone. So far, I don’t 
know if anyone has figured out how to do this with 
a standard trigger. That is why some shooters replace 
the originals. Let me emphasize the point that any 
trigger that is safe and consistent can be learned and 
is okay. The key is consistency and your commitment 
to learning the trigger’s feel. If your trigger is safe and 
consistent, weight is not as great of a concern as some 
make it. I have seen guardsmen I have trained who 
insisted on using the heavy triggers in their issue rifles 
because they wanted to have the same feel they would 
experience in combat. Many competitors might look at 

this idea as a disadvantage. My experience tells me that 
consistency and commitment are far more important. 
And never compromise safety. Not for anything.   

As my skills increased, I decided to become an NRA-
certified rifle instructor and USA-certified coach. I 
have had the pleasure of coaching adults in the sport, 
guardsmen preparing to deploy, and, most of all, my 
greatest joy has been coaching youth. Here, also, 
Bushmaster has been in the forefront of innovation. 

Bushmaster has had a junior shooters DCM-XR 
rifle program for a very long time and still offers it. 
The coupon allows qualified juniors to purchase a 
Bushmaster DCM rifle for $800. The suggested retail 
price of this great rifle is $1,150. What a great program! 
Many of the juniors I have coached have benefited 
from this program. The great thing is that this isn’t a 
beginner’s rifle or something. This rifle out of the box 
has consistently been the best DCM rifle I have used, 
only because of the aforementioned attributes; but 
Bushmaster’s barrels are the highest quality. One has 
only to visit the Bushmaster site to see that they are 
committed to competition shooting and in particular 
helping juniors. That is why I have from the beginning 
and continue to support and promote Bushmaster as 

Bushmaster AR-15s



Left: The  DCM rifle marked CMP from 
Bushmaster is a national match grade rifle that 
is capable of excellent accuracy of 1 MOA with 
iron sights - see inset target shot at 100 yards.

Robert, at RK Gunsmithin, took a Bushmaster 
national match rifle and customized it into an 
outstanding 3-Gun rifle. Though heavy due to 
its national match heavy barrel, it worked very 
well. We used Black Hills 68-grain match ammo 
and Sierra 69 and 78-grain match bullets with 
Hodgdon Varget powder, and the accuracy was 
superb. The photo above is of my daughter 
shooting the custom Bushmaster at the MGM 
Ironman in 2008, and the full rifle is shown 
below. The scope is a Valdada 1-4X IOR and the 
sling is a Viking tactics provided by Brownells. 

55Volume 12 Summer 2012

“The Bushmaster weighed in at seven pounds. 
The reason for this is that Bushmaster added a 
steel sleeve over the barrel. The sleeve is both 
barrel nut, forward delta ring attachment point, 
and sling attachment point.” 

a stand-up company. On their website, you will find 
information about their support of MGM’s Ironman 
3-Gun competition, as well. 

I have, as well as many of the juniors I have coached, 
used Bushmaster’s rifles in 3-Gun competitions. The 
first year we competed in the Ironman (2008) was a real 
challenge. If you are not acquainted with 3-Gunning or 
the Ironman, you may not realize just how many rounds 
can go downrange in a match. Well, let me share some 
round figures with you (no pun intended). That year, 
three of us shared a Bushmaster rifle. By all of our best 
estimates, we fired approximately 1,700 rounds in three 
days. No major malfunctions, only field cleaning. Now, 
that’s great! 

Since the early days of my first introduction to 
Bushmaster as a great DCM rifle, Bushmaster has 
expanded and excelled at bringing new ideas to the 
market. I really like their ACR (Adaptive Combat 
Rifle) and know that this product will do well in the 
market. Bushmaster has a full line of products. From 
hunting, to law enforcement, to varmint and predator, 
to competition rifles, Bushmaster makes them all. 

You Should, Too


